
Serving the Smallest
Sacred Heart Guardians and Shelter (SHG) provides 

burial for embryos who pass away in IVF     
laboratories and facilities. 

Our work is driven by a profound respect for the dignity         
of every human person, from the very first moments                       

of his or her existence. 

Our mission is to provide care - through burial and prayer -  
for the youngest and smallest members of our human family.

Sacred Heart Guardians and Shelter is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.
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Patient completes Request for Burial form (found at 
https://sacredheartguardians.org/services/embryo-
burial/) and provides to treating fertility clinic.

If embryos perish, the clinic will prepare and ship the 
remains to SHG (St. Paul, Minnesota) where they are 
housed at a participating funeral home prior to burial.

Embryo remains are interred quarterly in a 
communal* Christian service at a Catholic cemetery 
in conjunction with a communal fetal remains burial. 
*Embryos share a burial container and no embryo or 
family is mentioned by name.

Persons of all faiths may have their embryos buried 
through SHG. All are welcome to attend the burial. 
Attendance is not required to use SHG's services.

A packet containing the service program, gravesite 
location, prayers and grief resources is provided to 
patients, either directly or via their treating clinic, 
depending on the patient's preference for 
anonymity.

There is no cost to clinics, facilities or patients for 
SHG services. 
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How embryo remains burial works:

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance; in your book were 
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of them.    Psalm 139:16

Embryo loss is a sorrowful reality of IVF. Burial commemorates 
the lives of these precious creatures in a manner fully 
appropriate to the dignity of the human person.  




